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mission of driving south with the
7th to capture the southern end
of the island and its two main
cities of Naha and Shuri—a task
which eventually took five divi-
sions.
Murderous fire from ill-famed
Kakazu, Tombstone and Hack-
saw Ridge greeted the Deadeyes
when they turned south. The
advance was halted while bat-
talions of artillery poured tons
of heavy explosive shells in the
Jap positions and Navy bombers
bombed and strafed the enemy.
Battleships, cruisers and de-
stroyers poured in broadsides.
In the words of Maj. Gen. John
R. Hodge, XXIV Corps com-
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The Army brought in 2,000
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: | At the end of the 78th day of the

for your part in driving the ene-

: [ forced the enersy’s immediate

& |ing 20,000 Japs, the biggest bag
: | of any division on the island, but

Iverson, a former infaniry
commander, who was wound-
ed in the Saar, listened and
when the last German colonel
had finished, without speak-
ing turned upwards 36 official
photographs of American sol-
diers in German prisoner of
war camps and scenes at the
Buchenwald, Dachau and Vai-
singin concentration camps.

The German delegation filed
out in complete silence.

which advanced from cave to
cave with grenades, flame throw-
ers and satchel charges.

But possession of the top of a
hill meant the job was only half
done. The Jap is a great rear
slope defender.

Effective artillery or tank sup-
port is difficult there, and the
division lost more men blasting
a way down the other side. Every
cave had to be sealed.

Kakazu Ridge never was really
taken. It was outflanked and
made untenable at the cost of
J‘?xousands of American casual-
ies.

imprinted in blood-stained letters
in the archives of the division.
There was Kakazu Ridge, up

Cracked SharikLie which the 383rd and 381st Infan-

In the first 30 days of the cam-|

s-the 396th ook two of the
main Jap fortiiications. Affer
a few days rest, they went back
and helped crack the vaunted
Shuri line, then drove on south.

>
boys of the 382nd Infantry hung
on for days. Conical Hill where
men of the 381st and 383rd fought
for 19 agonizing days.

Cherchez La Femme

HOLLYWOOD (AP)—Charlie
McCarthy, the world’s best
known dummy, iS missing.

Edgar Bergen’s
was absent from the baggag
compartment when the ventrile
quist arrived by plane from :
USO hospital tour.

It was the original Charlie
too—and not one of the sever?
imitations Bergen has had mads¢

If You’re
On Pass
In Honolulu...

THURSPAY, JUNE 2%

Dancing: 11:15 a.m., USOC V
tory club; 1 p.m., The Brea
ers; 3 p.m., USO Army-Nai
club, music by the Tradesmen,
6:15 p.m., USO Victory club.

Round the island: Buses leave
daily, 10:15 a.m., from Capitol
Market (across from postoffice)
for five-hour trip.

Deep sea fishing: Trips ar-
ranged any day by USO Rain-
bow club; 48 hours notice re-
quired.

Waikiki swimmming: The Break-
ers, Royal Hawaiian hotel, Mo-
ana hotel; Ft. DeRussy (Army
personnel only).

campaign, the 96th had been in
the line 68 days.
Recognition of Deadeye accom-
plishments came in a letter from
the late Lt. Gen. Simon Buckner
to Gen. Bradley.

“T wish to congratulate you and
all members of your command

my away from his Shuri line and
forcing him to the present area
for final destruction. While all
the divisions in the line have
contributed to this end, I regard
the capture of Conical Hill by
the 96th division as the most im-
portant single factor in the col-
lapse of the Shuri position, since
it opened the way for the envel-
opment of the hostile right and

withdrawal.”

Kill 20,000 Japs
By mid-June, official estimates
credited the Deadeyes with kill-

the price was highest of any
XXIV corps division. Only two or
three survivors remain in some
of the original platoons left
from Leyte. Moxre than one com-
pany lost all its officers; one
company has had seven com-
manders; one rvgiment has had
three. !

There are ugly knolls and ridg-
es on Okinawa that are indelibly

try regiments charged.  Oboel«
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